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LETTERS 

Sent  to  Great- Britain,  by  his  Excel  fen  cy 
'Thomas  Hutchin/on,  the  Hon.  y^ndreiu 
Oliver,  and  feveral  other  Perfons,  born 

AND   EDUCATED   AMONG    US. 

Which  original  Letters  have  been  returned 
to  America,  and  laid  before  the  honor- 
able Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives  of'  this 
Province. 

In  which  {rwfwithjianding  his  E:)4celkncy  s 
'     Declaration  to  the  Hoiife^  that  the  Ten- 
dency   and  Deftgn  of  them  ivas    not  to 
Jubvert   the  Corifiitution,  but  rather    to 
prejerve  it  entire),  the'judicious  Reader 
will  difcover  the  fatal    Source    of    the 
•    Confufion  and  Bloodfhed  .in  which  "this 
Province   efpecially    has  been  involved, 
and  which  Areatned    total  Deftfu^ion 
to  the  Liberties   of  all  [/America,  . 


BOSTON: 

■fiinud    by  EDES  and  GILL,  in  Queea-Stygst  ; 

3773. 
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Letters,  &c, 


Bofton,   iStb    Junct   1768. 

SIR, 

AS  you  allow  me  ihc  honour  of  yout 
corrcfpondencc,  I  may  not  omit  ac- 
quainting you  with  fo  remarkable  an 
event  as  the  wuhdraw  of  the  commiflioners 
of  the  cuftoms  and  mod  of  the  other  officers 
under  them  from  the  town  on  board  the 
komney,  with  an  intent  to  remove  from  thence 
to  the  caftle. 

In  the  evening  of  the  loth  a  floop  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Hancock,  a  reprcfcntative  fcr  Bofton, 
and  a  weakhy  merchant,  of  great  influence  over 
the  populace,  was  feized  by  the  colledor  and 
comptroller  for  a  very  notorious  breach  of  the 
ads  of  trade,  and,  after  feizure  taken  into  cufto- 
dy  by  the  officer  of  the  Romney  man  of  war, 
and'remov'd  under  command  ot  her  guns.  Ic 
is  pretended  that  the  removal  and  not  the  feizore 
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incenfed  the  people.  It  feems  not  very  ma* 
terial  which  it  was — A.  mob  was  ifRoiediately 
r^is'd,  the  officers  infulted,  bruis'd  and  much 
hurt,  and  the  windows  of  fome  of  their  houfcs 
broke  ;  a  boat  belongmg  to  the  collcdlor  burnt 
in  triumph,  and  many  threats  utter'd  againft  the 
ccmmiflionefs  and  their  officers :  no  notice  being 
taken  of  chcir  extra vagaace  in  the  time  of  it, 
nor  aav  endeavours  by  any  authority  except  the 
governor,  the  next  day  to  difcover  and  punifh 
the  offenders  ;  and  there  being  a  run^our  of  a 
higher  mob  intended  monday  (the  13th)  in  the 
evening  the  commiflioners,/<?ttr  efthem^  thought 
themfelves  altogether  unfafe,  being  deftitute  of 
protedion,  and  remov'd  with  their  families  to  the 
Romney,  and  there  remain  and  hold  their  board, 
and  next  week  intend  to  do  the  lame,  and  aifo 
open  the  cuftom-houfc  at  the  caftle.  The  go- 
vernor prefs'd  the  council  to  affift  him  with  their 
advice,  but  ihey  declin'd  and  evaded  calling  it 
a  brulh  or  fmail  difturbance  by  boys  and  nec^rces, 
not  confidering  bow  much  it  mufi  berejented  in 
England  that  tl.-j  officers  of  the  crown  fhould 
think  themfelves  obliged  to  quit  the  place  of 
their  refidence  and  go  on  board  a  King's  fhip  for 
fafety,  and  all  the  internal  authority  of  the  pro- 
vince take  no  notice  of  it —  The  town  of  Bofton 
have  had  repeated  meetings,  and  by  th^ir  votes 
declared  the  commiffioners  and  their  officers  a 
great  grievance,  and  yefterday  inftru<^ed  their 
rcprefentatives  to  endeavor  that  enquiry  fhould 
be  made  by  the  affembly  whether  any  perfon 
by  writing  or  in  any  other  way  had  encouraged 
the  fending  troops  here,  there  being  fome  alarm- 
ing reports  that  troops  are  expcfted,  but  have 
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not  taken  any  meafures  to  difcountenance  the 
promoters  of  the  late  proceedings  -,  but  on  the 
contrary  appointed  one  or  n^ore  of  the  adtors  or 
abettors  on  a  'committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
governor,  and  to  defire  him  to  order  the  man  of 
war  out  of  the  harbour. 

Ignorant  as  they  be,  yet  the  heads  of  a  Bofton 
town- meeting  influence  all  public  meafures. 

It  is  not  puffible  this  anarchy  fh  M  laft  al- 
ways. Mr.  Hallo  well  who  will  be  the  birarer 
of  this  tells  me  he  has  the  hon  ur  of  being  per- 
fonally  known  to  you.  I  beg  leave  to  rcler  you 
to  him  for  a  more  full  account. 

I  am,  with  great  eftecm, 
Sir,  your  moft  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 
THO.  HUrCHlNSON. 


Boflon^  Augufi     1768. 
SIR, 

IT  is  very  neceffary  other  information  (hould 
be  had  in  England  of  the  prefent  (fate  of  the 
^commiffioners  of  the  coftoms  than  what  common 
fame  will  bring  to  you  or  what  you  will  receive 
from  moft  of  the  letters  which   go  from  herce, 
people  in  general  being  prejudiced  by  many  falfe 
reports  and  mifrcprefentations  concernirgthem. 
Seven  eighths  of  the  people  of  the  c  untry  fup- 
pofe  the  board  irlelf   to  be  unconftitutional    and 
•     cannot  be    undeceived   and   brought  to  believe 
that  a  board  has  exifted  in  England  all  this  cen- 
tury, and  that  the  board  eftabllihcd  here  has  no 

new 
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new  powers  gWen  to  it.  Our  incendiaries  know 
it  but  they  induftrioufly  and  very  wickedly  pub? 
lifh  the  contrary.  As  much  pains  has  been  ta- 
ken to  prejudice  the  country  againd  the  perfons 
of  the  commiffioners  and  their  chara«51ers  have 
been  mifreprcfented  and  cruelly  treated  efpeci? 
ally  fince  their  canfincment  at  the  caftle  where  , 
they  are  not  fo  likely  to  hear  what  is  faid  of 
them  and  are  not  fo  able  to  confute  it. 

It  is  now  pretended  they  need  not  to  have 
withdrawn,  that  Mr.  Williams  had  ftood  his 
ground  without  any  injury  although  the  mob  be- 
fet  his  houfe,  &c.  There  never  was  that  fpirie 
raifed  againft  the  under  officers  as  ag^infl:  the 
commiflloners,  I  mean  four  cf  them.  They  had 
a  public  affront  offered  them  by  the  town  of 
Bofton  who  refufed  to  give  the  ufe  of  their  hall 
for  a  public  dinner  unlels  it  was  (lipulated  that 
Che  commifTnners  fhould  not  be  invited.  An 
affront  of  the  fame  nature  at  the  motion  of  Mr, 
Hancock  was  offered  by  a  company  of  cadets. 
Soon  after  a  vcffrl  of  Mr.  Hancock's  being  fciz* 
ed  the  officers  were  mobb'd  and  thecommiffiun- 
^rs  were  informed  they  were  thrcatncd.  I  own 
I  was  in  pain  for  them.  I  do  not  believe  if  the 
mob  had  feized  them,  there  was  any  authority  <|» 
able  and  willing  to  have  refcued  them.  After 
thtry  had  withdrawn  the  town  fignified  to  the  go- 
vernor by  a  meffage  that  it  was  expeded  or  defi- 
red  they  fhould  not  return.  It  was  then  the  ge- 
FiCral  voice  that  it  would  not  be  fate  for  them  to 
return.  After  a!!  this  the  Tons  of  liberty  fay 
fhey  defertcd  or  abdicated. 

The  other  officers  of  the  cuftoms   in  general 
either  did  not  leave  the  town  or  foop  returned  to 
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It.     Some  of  them  fcem  to  be  difcontented  m:h 
the  commifTi  ners.    Great  pains  have  been  taken 
io  increafe  the  difcontent.     Their  cfBcc  by  thcfe 
means  is  redered  extremely  burdenlome.     Eve- 
ry thing  they    do   is  found  fault  with,  and    yet 
n'.>  particular  illegality  or  even  irregularity  men- 
tioned.     There    is  too  much    hauieur   feme  of 
their  officers  fay  in  the  treatment    they    receive, 
Thev  fav  they  treat  their  officers  as  the  commif- 
fjoners    treat   their  officers  in  England  and  re- 
quire no  greater  deference.     After  all  it  is  not 
the  perlons  but  the  office  of  the  commiffioners 
which  has  raifed  this  fpirit,  and  the  diftindlion 
made  between  the  commiffi-^riers  is  bccaufe  it  has 
been  given  out  that  four  of  them  were  in  favor 
of  the   ncW    eftablifhment    and    the  fi/(b   was 
not.     W  Mr,  Hallowell  arrived  fafe  he   can  in- 
form you  many  circumftances  relative  to  this  dif- 
tinclion  which  I  very   willingly    excufe  mjfelf 
from  mentioning. 

I  know  of  00  burden  brought  upon  the  fair 
trader  by  the  new  eftablifhment.  The  illicit 
trader  finds  the  rifquc  greater  than  it  ufed  to  be, 
efpecialiy  in  the  port  where  the  board  is  con- 
Jlantly  held.  Another  ciicumftance  which  in- 
creafes  the  prejudice  is  this;  the  new  duties  hap- 
pened to  take  place  juft  about  the  time  the  com- 
miffioncfs  arrived.  People  have  abfurdly  con- 
nefled  the  duties  and  board  of  commiffioners, 
3nd  fuppofc  we  (hould  have  had  no  additional 
duties  if  there  had  been  no  board  to  have  the 
charge  of  ccllefting  them.  With  all  the  aid  you 
can  give  to  the  offi.ccrs  of  the  crown  they  will 
have  enough  to  do  to  maintain  the  authority  of 
government  and  to  csrry  the  laws  into  execution." 
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If  they  arc  difcountenanced,  neglected  or  fail  of 
fu^porc  from  you,  they  muft  fubmit  to  every 
thing  the  prefent  oppofers  of  government  think 
fit  CO  require  of  them. 

There  is  no  office  under  greater  difcourage- 
ments  than  that  of  the  commiffionefs.  S  mc  of 
my  friends  recomtnendcd  me  to  tne  miniftry.  I 
think  myfclf  very  happy  that  I  am  not  one.  In- 
deed it  would  have  been  incompatable  with  my 
poft  a«  chief  juftice,  and  I  muft  have  dedined  it, 
and  I  (hould  doit  although  no  greaer  lalary.  had 
been  affixed  to  the  chief  juftices  place  than  the 
fmall  pittance  allowed  by  the  province. 

From  my  acquain^encc  with  the  commiffioncrs 
I  have  conceived  a  perfonal  efteem  for  them,  but 
my  chief  inducement  to  make  this  reprefenta^i- 
on  to  you  is  a  regard  to  the  public  intereft  which 
I  am  fure  will  fuffer  if  the  oppofition  carry  their 
point  againft  them. 

I  am  with  very  great  efteem, 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant 
THO.  HUTCHINSON. 

Auguft  lo.  Yeftcrday  at  a  meeting  of  the 
merchants  it  was  agreed  by  all  prefent  to  give 
no  more  orders  for  goods  from  England,  nor  re- 
ceive any  on  commiffion  until  the  late  ads  are 
repealed.  And  it  is  faid  all  except  fixceen  in  the 
town  have  fubfcribed  an  engagement  of  that  te- 
nor. I  hope  the  fubfcription  will  be  printed 
that  I  may  tranfmit  it  to  you. 


Bofton^ 


Dear  Sir, 
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Bolfon^  ^tb  OSioher  1768^ 


I  WAS  abfent  upon  one  of  our  circuits  when 
Mr.  Byles  arrived.  Since  my  return  I  have  re- 
ceived from  him  your  oblig'rng  letter  of  giftjuly. 
I  never  dared  to  think  what  the  relentmentof 
the  nation  would  be  upon  Halloweii's  arrival. 
It  is  not  ftrange  that  meafures  (hould  be  imme- 
diately taken  to  reduce  thfe  colonies  to  their 
former  ftate  of  government  and  order,  but  that 
the  national  funds  (hould  be  effected  by  it  is  to 
roe  a  little  myfterious  and  furprizing.  Princi- 
ples of  government  abfurd  enough,  fpread  thro* 
all  the  colonies  ;  but  I  cannot  think  that  in  any 
colony,  people  of  any  confideration  have  ever 
been  fo  mad  as  to  think  of  a  revolt.  Many  of 
the  common  people  have  been  in  a  frenzy,  and 
talk*d  of  dying  in  defence  of  their  liberties,  and 
have  fpoke  and  printed  what  is  highly  criminal, 
and  too  many  of  rank  above  the  vulgar,and  fomc 
in  public  pofts  have  countenanced  and  encouraged 
them  until  they  increafed  fo  much  in  their  num- 
bers and  in  their  opinion  of  their  importance  as 
to  fubmit  to  government  no  further  than  they 
thought  proper.  The  legiflative  powers  have 
been  influenced  by  them,  and  the  executive 
powers  iniirely  loft  their  force.  There  has 
been  continual  danger  of  mobs  and  infurredions, 
but  they  would  have  fpent  all  their  force  within 
ourfeUes,  the  officers  of  the  Crown  and  fome 
©f  the  few  friends  who  dared  to  (land  by  them 
polTiOly  might  have  been  knock'd  in  the  head, 
«nd  Tome  fuch  fatal  event  would  probably  have 
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brought  tht  people  to  their  fenfes.  For  four  of 
five  weeks  paft  the  difternper  has  been  growing, 
and  I  confefs  I  have  not  been  without  fome 
apprehcfifions  for  myfeif,  but  my  friends  have 
had  more  for  me,  and  I  have  had  repeated  aad 
frequent  nc-aces  from  them  from  different  quar- 
fers,  one  of  the  lafl  J  will  inclo/e  to  you,  *  Irt 
this  llace  of  things  there  was  no  fecurity  but 
quirting  my  pods,  which  nothing  but  the  la(t 
estremi'Y  would  juftily.  As  chief  jufticc  for 
t wo  years  after  our  fifft  dilorders  I  kept  the 
grand  juries  tollcrabiy  well  to  their  duty.  The 
iaft  fpring  there  had  been  feveral  riors,  and  a 
moft  infamous  libel  had  been  publilhed  in  one  of 
che  papers,  which  I  enlarged  upon,  and  the 
grand  jury  had  determined  to  make  prefentments, 
but  the  attorney-general  not  attending  them  the 
firCl  day,  Otis  and  his  crcaiures  who  were  alarm- 
ed and  frjghtoed  exerted  themfclves  the  next 
day  and  prevailed  upon  fo  many  of  the  jury  to 
change  their  voices,  that  there  was  not  a  fufficient 
number  left  to  find  a  bill.  They  have  been  ever 
fincc  more  enraged  agaioft  me  than  ever.  At  the 
defire  of  the  governor  I  commited  to  writing 
the  charge  while  it  lay  in  my  mem  )ry,  and  as  1 
have  nu  turther  ufe  tor  it  I  will  inclofe  it  as  ic 
m-y    give  you  fome  idea  of  our  judicatories. 

Wiiilft  we  were  in  this  liace,  news  came  of  two 
regirnenis  b/mg  ordered  from  Halifax,  and  Toon 
af'er  two  more  from  Ireland.  The  minds  of 
people  were  more  and  mure  agitated,  broad  hints 
were  given  that  the  troops  (bould  never  land,  a 
bairei  of  tar  was  placed  upon  the  beacon,  in  the 
night  to  be  fired  to  bring  in  the  country  when  the 

troops 

*  See  the  following  Letter. 


[  "  ] 

tbops  appeare(!,  and  all   the  authority   of  tfie 
government  was  not  ftr  ng  enough  to  remove  it. 
The  town  of  Bofton  met  and   paffcd  a  number 
of  weak  but  vei-y  criminal  votes  ;  and  as  the  go- 
vernor declined  calling   an    affembly  they    fenC 
circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  and    diftfi(fls  to 
lend  a  perfon  each  that  there  might  be  a  general 
confukation  at  fo  extraordinary  a  crifis.     They 
rftet  and  fpeot  a  week,  made  themfelves  ridicu- 
lous, and  then  diffolv'd  thbmfel^es,  after  a  meC- 
I'age  or  two  to  the  governor  which  he  refufed  td 
recei"T  ;  a  petition  to  the  King  which  I  dare  fay 
their  agent  will  never  be  alluw'd  to  prefenr,  and 
a  refult   which  they  have   publilhcd   ill-natured 
and  impotent. 

In  this  confufidn  the  troops  from  Halifax  ar- 
rived.    I  never  was  much  afraid  of  the  people*^ 
taking  arms,  but  I  was  apprehenfive  of  violence 
from  the  mob,  it  being  their  laft  chance  before 
the  troops  could  land.     As  the  profpe(5t  of  re- 
venge became  more  certain  their  courage  abated 
in  proportion.     Two  reginrients  are  landed,  but 
i  new  grievance  is  now  rais'd.     The  troops  ard 
by  act  ot  parliament  to  be  quartered  no  where 
elfe  but  in    the    barracks   until  they   are  full. 
There  are  barracks  enough  at  the  caft!e  to  hold 
both  regiments,     it  is  the  efore  againft  the  aft  to 
bring  any  of  them  into  town.      Ihis  was  ftarred 
by  the  council  in  their  anfwer  to   the  governor,, 
which  to  make  themfelves  popular,  they  in  an 
unprecedented  way  pubUfhcd  and  have  alarmed 
all  the  province ;  for  although  none  but  the  moS 
contraftcd  minds  could  put  fuch  a  conftruftioii 
upon  the  aft,   yet  after  this  declaration  of  the 
CQiwJl  nine  teRths  of  the  people  fuppofc  it  ju(l^ 
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I  wifh  the  afl  had  been  better  cxprefs'd,  but  it 
is  abfurd  to  fuopofe  the  parliament  inceadcd  to 
take  from  the  King  the  diredion  of  his  forces  by 
confining  them  to  a  place  where  any  of  the  co- 
lonies might  think  fie  to  build  barracks.  It  is 
bcfides  ungrateful,  tor  it  is  known  to  many  that 
this  provifion  was  brought  into  the  bill  after  it 
had  been  framed  without  ir,  from  meer  favor  to 
the  colonies.  I  hear  the  commander  in  chief  has 
provided  barracks  or  quarters,  but  a  doubt  ftill 
remains  with  (ome  of  the  council,  whether  they 
are  to  furnifh  the  articles  required,  unlefs  the 
men  are  in  the  province  barracks,  and  they  are 
to  determine  op^n  it  to  day. 

The  government  has  been  fo  hng  in  the 
hands  of  the  populace  that  it  muft  come  out  of 
them  by  degrees,  at  lead  ic  will  be  a  work  of 
lime  to  bring  the  people  back  to  juft  notions  of 
the  nature  of  government. 

Mr.  Pepperrell  a  young  gentleman  of  good 
charadler,  and  grandfon  and  principal  heir  to  the 
late  Sir  William  Pcpp-rrell  being  bound  toLon-^ 
don,  I  (hall  deliver  this  letter  t  j  him,  as  it  will 
be  too  bulky  for  poftage,  and  defire  him  to  wait 
upon  you"  with  it. 

I  am  with  very  great  efteem. 
Sir,  your  mod  humble  and  moft  obedient  kf^^m^ 
THO.  HUTCHINSON. 


^m 
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SIR, 

THE  great  efteem  I  have   for  you  in  every 
point  of  light,  perhaps    renders  my    fears 
and  doubts  for  the  fafety  of  your  perfon  greater 
than  they  ought  to  be  ;  however  if  that  is  an  error 
it  certainly  reJultsfrom  true  friendfhip,  naturally 
jealous.     Laft  night  1  was  informed  by  a  gentle- 
man of  my  acquaintance,  who  had  his  iniorma* 
tion  from  one  intimate  with  and  knowing  to  the 
infernal  purpofcs  of  the   fons  of  liberty  as  they 
falfely  ftile  thcmfelves,  that  he  verily  believ'd, 
-from  the  terrible  threats  and    menaces  by  thofe 
cata)ine$  againd  you,  that  your  life  is  greatly  in 
danger.     This  informant  I  know  is  under  obli- 
gations to  you  and  is  a  man  of  veracity.     He 
expfcfs'd  bimfelf  with  concern  for  you,  and  the    ' 
gentleman  acquainting  me  with  this   horrid  cir- 
cumftance,  affured  me  he  was  very  uneafy  till 
you  had  notice.     1  (hould  have  done  myfelf  the 
honor  of  waiting  on  you  but  am  neceiTarily  pre- 
vented.    The  duty  I  owed  to    you  as  a  trjend 
and  to  the  public  as  a  member  of  fcciety,  would 
not  fufFer  me  to  reft   till  I  had  put  youi  honor 
upon  your  guard  j  forcho*  this  may  be  a  falfe 
alarm,  nothing  would  have  given    me   greater 
pain,  if  acy  accident  had  happened,  and  1  had 
been  filent.     If  pofilble    I  will  fee  you  to  mor- 
row, and  let  you  know  further   into  this   black 
affair.         And  am  wiih  the  fmcereft  friend fhip^ 
and  rcfpeft,  your  honors  moft  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 
ROB.  AUCHMUrY. 
To  the  hon'ble  Thomas  Hutcninlon, 

Sept,  14.  1768. 
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Dear  Sir,         Boflcn^  lotb  Becemhet  1768. 

IAM  juft  now  informed  that  a  number  of  the 
council,  perhaps  8  or  io,  who  live  in  and  near 
this  town,  have  met  together  and  agreed  upon  a 
long  addrefs  or  petition  to  parliament,  and  that  it 
\vill  be  lent  by  this  fhip  to  Mr.  BoUan  to  be  pre- 
fcnred.  Mr.  Danforth  who  is  prefident  of  the 
council  told  the  governor  upon  enquiry,  that  it 
was  lent  to  him  to  fign,  and  he  fuppofed  the  reft 
of  the  council  who  had  met  together  would  fign 
gfier  him  in  order,  but  he  had  fince  found  that 
they  had  wrote  over  his  name  hy  order  of  council^ 
•which  makes  it  appear  to  be  an  a6l  of  council. 
This  may  be  a  low  piece  of  cunning  in  him,  but 
be  it  as  it  may,it^s  proper  itfhould  be  known  that 
the  whole  is  no  more  than  the  doings  of  a  part  of 
the  council  only,  although  even  that  is  not  very 
material,  fince,  if  they  had  ail  been  prefent  with- 
out the  governor's  fummons  the  meeting  would 
have  been  irregular  and  unconftitutional,  and 
ought  to  be  difcountenanced  and  cehfured.  I 
fuppofe  there  is  no  inftance  of  the  privy  courcirs 
meeting  and  doing  buCmefs  without  the  king's 
prelence  or  fpecial  dircdion,  except  in  comniit- 
Cces  upon/uch  buHnefs  as  by  his  msjefty's  order 
has  been  referr'd  to  them  by  an  ad  of  council, 
and  i  have  known  no  inftance  here  ivithout  the 
governor  until  within  three  or  four  months  paft. 

I  thought  if  very  neceffary  the  circumstances, 
of  this  proceeding  (hould  be  known,  tho'  if  there 
be  no  ncctfTuy  tor  it,  1  think  it  would  be  beft  it 
fhould  not  be  known  that  the  intelligence  comes 
from  me.     I  am  with  very  great  regard.  Sir, 

your  moil  humble  and  mc  ft  cbedient  fcrvant, 
THG.  HUTCJilNSON. 

Bofion^ 
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Boftpn^  2cf b  January  iy6g. 


Dear  Sir, 


YOU  h^vc  laid  me  under  very  great  cbliga- 
tion$  by  {he  very  clear  and  full  account  of 
proceedings  in  parliament,  which  I  received  from 
you  by  Capr.  Scott,  You  have  a|fo  done  much 
fervice  to  the  people  of  the  province.  For  a 
cjay  or  two  after  the  (hip  arrived,  the  enemies  of 
government  gave  out  that  their  friends  in  parlia*^ 
ment  were  increafing,  and  all  things  would  be 
fpon  on  the  old  footing  ;  in  other  words  that  ali 
a^s  impoHng  duties  would  be  repealed,  the  con> 
Cii01oncrs  board  diffolvcd,  the  cuftoms  put  on  the 
ojd  footing,  and  illictf  trade  be  carried  on  with 
little  or  no  hazard.  It  was  very  fortunate  that 
I  had  it  in  my  power  to  prevent  fuch  a  falfe  re- 
prefcntation  irom  fpreading  through  the  province. 
I  have  been  very  cautious  of  ufing  your  name, 
but  I  have  been  very  tree  in  pubiilhing  abpoad 
the  fubftance  of  your  letter,  and  declaring  that 
I  had  mv  intelligence  from  the  beft  authority, 
and  have  in  a  g  eat  mealure  defeated  the  ill  de- 
fjgn  in  raifing  and  attempting  to  fpread  fo  ground" 
lels  a  report.  What  marks  of  refentment  the 
parliament  will  (how,  whether  they  will  be  up- 
on the  province  in  general  or  particular  perfons, 
13  extremely  uncertain,  but  that  they  will  be  pla- 
ced fomewhere  is  moft  certain,  and  1  add,  becaufc 
J  think  it  cught  to  he  fo,  that  thofe  who  have 
been  moft  fteady  in  preferving  the  conftitution 
and  oppofing  the  licencioufnefs  of  fuch  as  call 
themfelvcs  Ions  of  liberty  will  certainly  meee 
jfitb  favor  and  encouragement. 
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This  is  moft  certainly  a  crids.  I  really  wifh 
that  there  may  not  have  been  the  leall  degree 
of  fe verity  beyond  what  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  maintain,  I  think  I  may  fay  to  you  the  depen^ 
dance  which  a  c  )lony  ought  to  have  upon  the  pa- 
rent Ita'e  ;  bat  if  no  meafures  fhall  have  been 
taken  to  fecure  this  dependmce,  or  nothing  more 
than  fom?  declaratory  a6ls  or  refolves,  //  is  all 
over  whb  us-  The  friends  of  government  will 
be  utterly  difheartned.  and  the  friends  of  anarchy 
will  oe  afraid  of  norhingbe  it  ever  fo  extravagant. 

The  1 3ft  VQ(^<i\  from  London  had  a  quick  paf- 
fage.  We  cxpe£l  to  be  in  fufpenfe  for  the  three 
or  four  next  weeks  and  then  to  hear  our  fate.  I 
never  think  of  the  meafures  neceflary  for  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  the  colonies  without 
pain.  There  maft  be  an  abridg  nent  of  what 
are  called Englilli  liberties.  I  relieve  my felf  by 
confidering  that  in  a  remove  from  the  ftate  of 
nature  to  the  mofl:  perfecSi:  ftate  of  government 
there  mafl  be  a  great  reftraint  of  natural  liberty, 
I  doubt  whether  it  is  podible  to  projeft  a  fyften^ 
of  government  in  which  a  colony  3000  miles 
diftant  from  the  parent  (late  fh^H  enjoy  all  the 
liberty  of  the  parent  ftate.  I  am  certain  1  have 
never  yet  feen  the  proje^lion.  \  wifh  the  good 
of  the  colony  when  I  wifh  to  fee  fome  further 
reftraint  of  liberty  rather  than  the  connexion 
with  the  parent  flate  fhould  be  broken  ;  for  I  am 
fure  fuch  a  breach  muft  prove  the  ruin  of  the 
colony.  Pardon  me  thisexcurfion,  it  really  pro- 
ceeds from  the  ftate  of  mind  into  which  our  per- 
plexed affairs  often  throws  mc. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  great  efteem, 
Sir,  your  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervan^ 
THO.  HUTCH INSON. 


Dear  Sir, 
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Bojlon^  20th  Odcher,   1769* 


1  THANK  you  for  your  laft  favor  of  July 
1 8th.     I  fancy  in  my  laft  to  you  about  two 
ttionths  ago  I  have  anfwered  the  greatcfl  part  of  h. 

My  opinion  upon  the  combination  of  the  mer* 
chants,  I  gave  you  very  fully.  How  long  they 
will  be  able  to  continue  them  if  parliament 
fhould  not  interpofe  is  uncertain.  In  moft  ar- 
ticles they  may  another  year,  and  you  run^  the 
rifque  of  their  fubflituting  when  they  are  put  to 
their  fhifts  fomething  of  their  own  in  the  place 
of  what  they  ufed  to  have  from  you,  and  which 
they  will  never  return  to  you  for.  But  it  is  not 
poffible  that  provifion  for  didolving  thefe  com- 
binations and  fubjefting  all  who  do  not  renounce 
them  to  penalties  adequate  to  the  offence  fhould 
not  be  made  the  firft  week  the  parliament  meets. 
Certainly  all  parties  will  unite  in  fo  extraordinary 
cafe  if  they  never  do  in  any  other.  So  much 
has  been  faid  upon  the  repeal  of  the  duties  laid 
by  the  laft  a£t,  that  it  will  render  it  very  difficult 
to  keep  people's  minds  quiet  if  that  fhould  be 
ff  fufed  them.  I  hey  deferve  punifhment  you 
will  fay,  but  laying  or  continuing  taxes  upon  all 
cannot  be  thought  equal,  feeing  many  will  be 
punifhed  who  are  not  offenders.  Penalties  of 
another  kind  feem  better  adapted, 

I  have  been  tolerably  treated  fince  the  go- 
vernor's departure,  no  other  charge  being  made 
againft  me  in  our  fcandalous  news-papers  except 
my  bad  principles  in  matters  of  government,  and 
ihrs  charge  has  had  little  effeft^and  a  great  many 
friends  proniifc  me  fuppert, 


L     iS    j 

I  thud  beg  the  favor  of  yoii  to  keep  fccret 
every  thing  1  write,  until  we  are  in  a  more  fet- 
tled (late,  for  the  party  here  either  by  their 
agent  or  by  fome  of  their  emiflaries  in  London, 
have  (ent  them  every  report  or  rumor  of  the 
conrerirs  of  letters  wrote  from  hence.  I  hope 
we  fhall  fee  better  times  both  here  and  in  Eng^ 
landi  I  am  with  great  efteem, 

Sir,  your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

THO.  HUTCHINSON. 


Bojlort,  jth  May  176/. 

SIR... 

1AM  indebted  to  you  for  the  obliging  rriahner 
in  which  you  received  my  rccommendatioi* 
of  my  good  friend  Mr.Paxton,  as  well  as  for  thd 
account  you  are  pleafed  to  fend  me  of  the  fitu- 
ation  of  affairs  in  the  mother  country. 

1  am  very  fbrry  that  the  colonies  give  you 
fo  much  employment,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  fay 
how  long  it  will  be  before  things  fettle  into  quiet 
among* us.  We  have  fome  here  who  have  been' 
fo  but'y  in  fomenting  the  late  difturbances,  that 
they  may  now  think  it  needful  for  their  own  fe- 
curity  to  keep  up  the  fpirit.  They  have  plumed 
ihemfelves  much  upon  the  vid^ory  they  have 
gained,  and  the  fupport  they  have  fince  met  with; 
nor  could  any  thing  better  (hew  what  they  would 
(till  be  at, than  the  manner  in  which  by  their  own 
account  publifhed  in  the  news-papers  laft  Augufl 
they  celebrated  the  14th  of  that  month,  as  the 
firft  anniverfary  comme^Qoration  of  what  they 

had 
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had  done  at  the  tree  of  liberty  on  thnt  Jay  ^he 
year  before.  Here  a  number  of  rci^^ufiab^e 
geiitleiTien  as  they  inforiTi  us  no'A'  met,  an^ 
arnong  -ther  taafls  dr^i-.k  general  Paoli,  and  the 
fpark  of  liberty  kindled  in  Spain.  I  am  no.v 
(peaking  of  a  fe^v  individaals  only,  the  body  vf 
the  people  are  vvell  difpoicdj  yet  -.vhen  you  come 
to.  lee  the  journal  of  the  hoaie  of  repreienr.it' vcs 
the  lad  felTion,  I  fear  you  will  think  that  the 
fame  (pirit  has  feized  our  public  coun-els  1  <^^ 
however  fairly  iay  thus  much  in  behalf  of  -he' 
govertiment,  th>t  the  lid  h:*u1e  ^vas  packed  h-)f 
mean?  of  a  public  "profcription  jj(l  betore  tbx^ 
Cle£^ion,  of  the  greateO:  part  of  thofe  who  had 
appeared  in  the  pre  edrno(  feiTt*)!i  in  the  lupporr 
of  government  :  their  ni'nes  were  i. ublifne*!  ;n 
an  inflaniaiatory  ncvv^- paper,  and  fheir  coniri'u- 
ems  niade to befieve  they  were  abour  to  fell  them 
for  (laves.  Writs  are  now  cut  for  a  ne  aflem- 
biy,  but  1  cannot  anfwer  for  the  ehctiee  :  1  hope 
ho.vever  that  the  people  in  genera!  are  in  a  Leii -T 
temper  ;  yet  the  moJe'-ate  men  have  been  Q-i 
browbeaten  in  the  houfe,  and  i\nmd  thefr.^elv.js 
fo  infignificant  there  the  lait  year,  (hat  fome  ojb 
thenn  will  voluntary  decfine  Gominw  ae3Mi.  [ 
thinks  this  looks  too  much  like  a  defj^air  of  tie 
common-wealth,  and  cannot  be  juiiified  on  pa- 
triotic principle?. 

The  eie<f^ion  of  CGfunfellars  WaS  C3Tied  the 
ha  year  as  m'  -ht  have  been  expected  from  fjch 
an  houfe.  The  officers  of  th  crown  a.-.d  the 
Judge;  of  the  fuperio'-  court  were  exclnd.d.  .Xnd 
I  hear  that  it  is  the  dcfign  of  .ome  who  cxnccl 
to  b  returned  members  of  the  houfe  thi^  ye;jr  to 
Slake  fare  work  at  the  enfuiog  election  of  rnun- 

D  idiovs, 
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fellers,  by"excluding,  if  they  ean,  the  gentleraeii 
of  t*he  council  (who'by  charter  remain  fuch  'till 
others  are  chofen  in  their  room)  from  any  fhare 
in  the  choice,  tho'  they  have  always  had  their 
voice  in  it  hitherto  from  the  firft  arrrval  of  the 
charter.  If  the  houfe  do  this,  they  will  have 
it  in  their  power  to  model  the  council  as  they 
plcafe,  and  throw  all  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  the  people,  unlefs  the  governor 
Ihould  again  exeri  his  negative  as  he  did  the  laft 
year. 

You  have  donbtlefs  feen  feme  of  the  curious' 
fneflages  from  thelate  houfe  to  the  governor,  and 
can't  but  have  obferved  with  how  little  decency 
they  have  attacked  bo^h  the  governor  and  the 
lieutenant  governor.  They  have  alfo  in  efftCi 
forced  the  council  to  declare  themfelves  parties 
in  the  quarrel  they  had  againft  the  latter  in  st 
matter  of  mere  indifference.  In  their  meflage 
to  the  governor  of  the  ^^ifl  of  January  they 
have  explicitly  charged  the  lieutenant  governor 
(a  gentleman  to  whom  they  are  more  indebted 
than  to  any  one  man  in  the  government)  with 
**  ambition  and  luft  of  power",  merely  for  pay- 
ing a  complrmcnt  to  the  governor  agreeable  to 
ancient  ufage,  by  attending  him  to  court  and 
being  prefcnt  in  the  council-chamber  Vv'hcn  he 
jnade  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion  ; 
at  which  time  they  go  on  to  fay,  "  none  but  the 
general  court  and  their  fervanfs  are  intcr.Jcd  to 
be  prefenc'',  ftill  holding  out  to  the  people  the 
fervants  of  the  crown  as  ob'jctfls  of  infjgnificancc, 
fanking  ihe  fecretary  vvith  their  door-keeper,  as 
fervants  of  theurfcmbly ;  for  the  fecretary  with 
feis   clerks  and   the'  door-keeper   are   the   only 

'pcrfon^ 
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perfons   prefent    wich    the   allembly   on    ihele 
occaflons 

The  officers  of  the  crown  being  thus  leflen'd 
In  the  eyes  of  the  people,  takes  off  t!-:ir  weigh?^ 
«nd    infiuence,  and    ihe  baJance  wili  of  courfe 
turn  m   favor  of  the  people,  and  wliat    makes 
them   {ill I  more  infignificsnt  is  their  dependance 
on  the  people  for  a  necefiliry  fupport  :  If  fome- 
thing  were  left  to  the  goodwill   of  the   people, 
yet  nature  fhould  be  fure  of  a  fupport.     The 
governor's  falary   has  for  about   35  years    paft 
been   pretty  wei!  underjlood   to  be  a   thoufand 
pound  a  year  llerliiig.     When  this  ftim  was  firfl: 
agreed  to,  it  was  verv  -ell  :  but  an  increafe  of 
wealth  (ince  has  broug!  t  'i'<yn)i  \vi  h  if  ^n  mcreaie 
of  luxury,  f)  that  what  wjs  iufhcicnt  to  keep  up 
a  proper  diftin^rion  and  fupport  the  dignity  o'  a 
governor  then,  miy  well  be   fuppofej  to  b^  in- 
iufficient  for  the  purpose  now.     The  Ikntenant 
governor  has  no  appointments  as  fuch  :  the  c^p' 
taincy  of  CafUe-Willia^n  which    may  he    worth 
j£    120  (Icf'inga  5eaTls  Kroke-d  upon  indrcd  as 
an  appen;age  to  his  coinin:'  /  •  •  a.:  '  tht*  la  c  .leu- 
tenant  governor  enjoyed  no   .>th<'T  apbointn  ent  - 
he  lived  a  retired  Irfe  upor\  his  own  ciiate  in  the 
country,  and  was  eafy.     1  he  prefuit  iit-utcnant 
-governor  inde-ed  hns  other  appoinrn*,cnts.  !  ut  the 
people  are. ■quarrelling  with  him    for  it.  aod'Wjli 
not  fuffcr  him  to  be  eafy  qnlef.  he  will  retire  alfov 
The  fecretary  may  have  fomething  more  thafi 
j£',  .200  a  year  Acrling,  but  h-''^  ^"-r  the  two  laft' 
years  been  allowed /".    60    law.,' ji  UiOney  a  year 
iefs  than  had  been  iilhal  fordtvcrs  years  preced- 
ing.   thoV  he   had  convinced  the  houfe-  by  the k* 
coai"  nittee 'that  -without -tiris^dciufhoh  iie  Wf-»uld 

'  \  Jl>  ^25>  >^  }-  have 
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have  had  no  .more  than  £  250  (lerling  per  annum 
in  fees  perquifites  and  lalary  aliogeiher,  which 
IS  not  the  one  half  of  his  annual  expe  ce. 

The  cro\vn  did  by  charier  referve  loiifelf  the 
appoinimtnt  of  a  governor,  lieuteDant  governor 
and  fecreiary  :  the  def^n  of  this  was  wiihoui 
douKt  fo  mainta  n  fonie  kind  of  balance  between 
the  po'A'crs  of  the  crown  and  of  the  people  ;  but 
it  officers  are  not  in  Ibme  meafiire  independent 
tit  the  people  (for  ii  is  difficult  to  ferve  two  ma(^ 
ttrs)  I  hey  Will  fomeiimes  have  a  hard  i^rugglc 
betweei^  duty  to  ihe  crown  and  ^  regarn  to  felf, 
uhich  muit  be  a  very  dilagrceable  fituation  to 
theiTi,  as  weli  as  a  weakening  to  the  authority  of 
govern  rent.  The  officers  of  the  crown  arc  very 
few  and  are  therefore  the  more  eafily  provided 
for  without  burdening  the  people  :  and  Juch  pra-^ 
V[fiQn  I  look  upon  as  necejjliry  to  the  rejl oration 
Cftd  fupport  of  the  King^s  authority. 

But  it  may  be  laid  bow  can  aiiy  new  meafures 
be  taken  without  railing  new  difturbances  ?  The 
tnanufafturers  in  England  will  rife  again  and  de- 
feat the  meafures^  of  g(;vernment.  This  game 
(is  true  has  been  played  once  and  fucceeded,and 
It  has  been  allerted  here,  that  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  colon'es  at  any  time  to  raife  a  rebellion 
in  England  by  refuiing  to  fcsd  for  their  manu- 
t.K^ures.  For  my  own  part  \  dto  not  believe  this. 
The  merchants  in  England,  and  I  don*f  know 
but  ihofe  in  London  and  Briilol  only,  might  aU 
vays  govern  in  this  maucr  '^tnd  quiet  the  mana- 
ibfturer.  the  merchant's  view  is  always  to  his 
ouQ  interei'K  As  the  »ri»de  is  nmv  managed,  the 
dealer  here  (tnd.^  to  rhe  ipcrchant  in  Enobnd  for 
fii^i^Qodsi  u?)0ii  th-ic  goods  tUc  fn^liQi  mer* 

chauc  ' 
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chant  puts  a  profit  of  lo  or  more  probably  of  15^ 
per  cent  when  he  fend:*  them  to  his  employer  '19 
America.  The  merchant  is  (o  jealous  of  fore- 
going this  profit,  that  an  American  trader  cannot 
well  purchafe  the  goods  he  wants  of  the  manu- 
fa£iurer  ;  for  fiiouid  the  merchant  k'  ow  that  the 
manufa^liirer  had  fuppiied  an  Anjerican.he  would 
lake  off  no  more  of  his  wares.  The  merchants 
therefore  having  this  profit  in  view  will  by  t^ne 
means  or  other  fecure  it.  They  know  the  goods 
which  the  American  market  demands,  and  may 
therefore  fafely  take  them  off  from  the  manu- 
fatlarer,  iho'  they  fhould  have  no  orders  for 
iljipping  them  this  year  or  perhaps  the  next ;  and 
I  dare  fay,  it  would  not  be  longer  before  the 
Americans  «oiiid  clamour  for  a  fupply  of  goods 
from  England,  for  .t  is  vain  to  think  they  can 
fupply  themfelves.  The  merchant  might  then 
put  an  advanced  price  upon  his  goods,  and  podi- 
bly  be  able  to  make  his  own  terms  ;  or  if  it  Iliould 
be  though'  the  goods  wo'uld  not  bear  an  advanced 
price  to  indemnify  him,  it  might  be  worth  while 
lor  the  government  to  agree  with  the  merchant^ 
before  hand  to  allow  them  a  premium  equivalent 
to  the  advance  of  their  flock,  and  then  ibe  gamt 
v^ould  be  Qver^ 


1  have  wrote  with  freedom  in  confidence  of 
my  name's  not  being  ufcd  on  the  occafion.  For 
though  1  have  wrote  not  hi  g  bul  what  in  my 
confcience  1  think  an  American  may  upon  jiifl 
principles  ad v:. nee,  and  what  a  fervant  oi  the 
crown  ■  U/,ht  upon  all  proper  occaHons  to  fuggeft, 
yet  ihe  many  prejudices  1  have  to  corribat  with 
laay  render  ii  uuiis.  it  fliould  be  made  public. 


I  communicated  to  governor  Bernard  what 
you  mentioned  concerning  him,  who  defires  me 
to  prefent  you  his  compliments,  and  let  you 
know  that  he  is  obliged  to  you  for  the  cxprelli- 
ons  of  your  regard  for  his  injured  chara£ler. 

I  am  with  great  refpeft. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervanf, 

And^'  Oliver. 
I  afic  your  acceptance  of  a  journal 

of  the  lad  fefli-^n  which  is  put 

up  in  a  box  directed  to  the  feere-^ 

tary  of  the  board  of  trade. 


Bojlon,   II   May,   ij^S, 


Si  R, 


AM  this  moment  favored  with  your  very  otx- 
liging  letter  byCapt.  Jarvis  of  the  2d^^arch, 
tvhich  I  have  but  jufl:  time  to  acknowledge,  as 
t-his  is  the  day  given  out  for  the  fhip  to  fall.  I 
wrote  you  the  23d  of  February  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  28(h  Deeember,  that  of  the  i2ih 
February^which  you  refer  to  in  this  of  the  2d  of 
March  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.  You  lay  nae, 
(ir,  under  the  grcateft  obligations  as  well  for  the 
jnterefting  account  of  public  affairs  which  you  are 
from  time  to  time  plcafed  to  tranfmit  me,  as  for 
your  (teady  attention  to  my  private  concerns.  I 
fhall  always  have  ihe  mo-l  grateful  fenfe  of  Mr. 
Grenville's  intention^,  of  favor. alfa,  whether  I 
«ver  reap  any  benefit  from  them  or  nor.  With- 
Cf'M  a  proper  lupport  afl^rded  to  the  king's  cflicers, 

the. 
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the  refpecfl  due  to  government  will  of  ^oarttj 
fail  ;  yet  I  cannoi:  fay  whether  under  the  prefene 
circumt lances,  and  confidering  the  temper  the 
people  are  now  in,  an  additional  provifion  for  mq 
would  be  of  real  benefit  to  me  perfonally  or  nor. 
It  has  been  given  out  (hat  no  perfon  who  receives 
3  Itipend  from  the  government  at  home,  fhall 
Jive  in  the  country.  Government  here  wants 
fbme  effeclual  fupporr  ;  No  fooner  was  it  known 
that  the  lieur.  governor  had  a  provifion  of  ^.200 
3  year  made  for  him  out  of  the  revenue,  than  he 
was  advifed  in  the  Bolton  Gazette  to  reHgn  all 
pretenflons  to  a  feat  in  council,  either  with  or 
without  "a  voice.  The  temper  of  the  people 
may  be  furely  learnt  from  that  infamous  paper  ; 
it  is  the  very  thing  that  forms  their  temper  \  for 
if  they  are  not  in  the  temper  of  the  writer  at  the' 
time  of  the  publication,  yet  it  is  looked  upon  as 
the  ORACLE,  and  they  (oon  bring  their  temper 
to  it.  Some  of  the  lateft  of  them  are  very  cxprcf* 
five,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  fending  thcm.^ 
as  I  imagine  they  fomehow  or  other  find  ihcie. 
way  to  you  :  Hlk  I  cannot  but  apprehend  from 
ihefe  papers  and  from  hint^  that  arc  thrown  our, 
that  if  the  petition  of  the  Houfe  to  his  Majedy 
and  their  letters  to  -divers  noble  Lords  fhould 
fail  of  Tuccefs,  f  .me  people  will  bemad  enough 
so  go  to  extremities.  Th.^  commifFioners  of  tiie 
cuftoms  have  already  been  openly  affronted, 
the  governor's  conijiany  of  Cadets  have  come  ta 
a  refolution  not  to  wait  01^  him  (as  iiiiicil^on  the 
day  of  Genera!  Ele^lion  the  i^\\\  inlhint  if 
ihofe  genclemen  are  of  ihe  compi^.y.  And  chs 
To\vn  of  Bofton  have  palled  a  Vote  that^'ancu- 
il-Hall  (in  which  the  governor  aid  his  company 

ufiuily 
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ofoallydme  on  tliat  day)  (hall  not  be  opened  to 
bim  if  the  commidioners  are  invited  to  dine  with 
hitn.  A  lift  of  counfellors  has  within  a  few 
days  part  been  printed  and  difperfed  by  way  of 
fneer  on  Lord  Shclburne's  letter,  made  up  of 
king's  officers  ;  which  lift,  the  writer  fays,  if 
adopted  at  the  next  general  election  may  take 
away  all  grounds  of  complaint,  and  may  poflibly 
prove  a  healing  and  very  falutary  meafure.  The 
lieutenant  governor  is  at  the  head  of  this  lift, they 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  put  me  next,  the 
conimiflloners  of  the  cuftoms  are  all  in  the  lift 
except  Mr,  T'emple,  and  to  com  pleat  the  lift, 
they  have  added  fome  of  the  waiters.  I  never 
thought  'till  very  lately  that  thcy,acl:ed  upon  any 
Jettled  platfj  Ror  do  I  now  think  ihey  have  '(ill 
ef  late  ;  a  few,  a  very  few,  among  us  have 
planned  the  pre fent  meafures,  and  the  govern- 
ment has  been  too  weak  to  fnbdue  their  turbu- 
lent fpirits.  Our  fituation  is  not  rightly  known  ; 
but  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  the  moft  ferious  at- 
tention, 

I  am  with  the  greateft  refpc6^, 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  Servant, 

And''.  Oliver. 


I  flia'l  take  proper  care  to  forward 
your  Letter  to  Mr.  Ingerfol.  He 
had  received  your  laft. 


Bcjlon 
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Boflon,   lith  February,  I7^9» 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  your  very  obliging  favor  of  the  4th 
of  O£lober.     I  find   myfelf  conftrained   as 

well  by  this  letter  as  by  my  Ton  and  daugh- 
ter Spooner's  letters  fince,  to  render  you  my 
moft  (incere  thanks  for  the  very  polite  notice  you 
have  taken  of  them  ;  and  I  pray  my  moft  ref- 
pe6lful  compliments  to  the  good  lady  your  mo- 
ther, whofe  friendly  reception  of  them  at  Non- 
fuch  has,  I  find  engaged  the  warmed  efteem 
and  refpefl^— He  hath  wrote  us  that  he  had  a 
ptofpeft  of  fucceeding  in  the  buflnefs  he  went 
upon  ;  but  the  lad  letter  we  had  was  from  her 
of  the  23d  of  November,  acquainting  us  that  he 
had  been  very  ill,  but  was  getting  better.  She 
writes  as  a  perfon  overcame  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
Ifindnefs  they  had  met  with,  in  a  place  where 
they  were  ftrangerSj  on  this  trying  occafion. 

You  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  King's 
troops,  the  quiet  reception  they  met  with  among 
us  was  not  at  all  furprizing  to  me. — I  am  forry 
there  vyas  any  occafion  for  fending  theni.  From 
the  addrefs  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  counsil  to 
General  Gage,  it  might  be  fuppofed  there  was 
none.  I  have  feen  a  Jotter  from  our  Triend  In-? 
gerfoll  with  this  paraphrafe  upon  it—"  We  hope 
that  your  Excellency  obferving  with  your  own 
eyes  now  the -troops  are  among  us,  our  peacea- 
ble and  quiet  behaviour,  will  be  convinced  that 

that  wicked  G-r — r  B d   told  a  fib  in  fay- 

V)g\  '^Vc  were  not  fo  before  they  came." 
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I  have  given  you.  ihe  fenfe  of  a  firangcr  op  a, 
(ingle  paragraph  oi  this  addrefs,  becaufe  I  fut 
pelted  my  own  opinion  of  it,  'tjll  1  found  it  ihu$ 
^G.nfirmM — If  you  have  the  news^papers  con- 
laming  the  addrers,your  own  good  fenfe  will  lead, 
you  to  ma  e  feme  other  remarks  upon  it,  as  well 
as  to  trace  the  influence  under  which  it  feems  u> 
have  been  penned.  The  difturbers  of  our  peace, 
take  great  advantage  of  fuch  aids  from  people  in 
office  and  power — The  ieuienant  governor  hai 
communicated  to  me  your  letter  containing  an 
account  of  the  debates  in  parliament  on  the  firfl 
day  of  the  ftfljon  :  We  foon  expert  iheir  deci.ioix 
on  American  affairs.foniel  doubt  not  with  fear  and; 
trembling — Yet  I  have  very  lately  had  cccafton 
to  know,  that  be  the  determination  of  parliament 
what  it  vyill,  it  i$  the  deiernaitiaxion  or  fome  to 
agree  to  no  terms  that  Jhall  remove  us  from  out 
old  foundation.  This  confirms  me  in  an  opiniotl 
that  1  have  lal^en,  up  a  long  time  fincc,  that  if 
there  be  no  way  lo  take  off  the  original  incendi- 
aries, they  will  continue  to  inftill  their  poifon  in- 
to the  minds  of  the  people  through  the  vehicle 
pfthe  BOSTON  GAZETTE. 

In  your  letter  to  the  lieutenant  governor  you, 
obferve  upon  two  defe£>s  in  our  confiitution,  thjd 
popular  ek<^on  of  il>e  Council,  ard.  the  returijt 
of  Juric  s  by  the  Toxns.  The  firft  of  thefe  a- 
rifes  fronri  the  Charter  itfelf;  the  hJter  from  our 
provincial  La'/.s.  Tbe  method  of  appointing  our 
Grjnd  Juries  lies  open  to  managemcrit.  Wfjoe- 
^er  plenfes,  rM3tnina>QS  them  at  oCi-r  town-meet- 
Sngs;  by.this  means  ohe  who  was  fuppos'd  to  be 
^  prineipal  in  the  Riots  <;f  the  loth  ot  June  la(t, 
W-a^  upon  thai  Jury  whofe  buflnefs  it  was  *o  in- 
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Quire  into  theni  :  But  the  provincial  legiflaturi^ 
Jiath  made  fafficient  provifion  for  the  return  of 
petit  Juries  by  their  a£i:  of  i^d  Geo.  2d,  Which 
requires  the  feveral  tosvns  to  take  lifts  of  all  per* 
fbns  liable  Sy  law  to  ferve,  and  forming  them  in- 
to t^voclaftcs,  put  their  name?  written  on  feparate 
bapers  in;o  two  different  boxes,  one  for  the  fui- 
Jperior  court  and  th^  other  Sfor  the  inferior  :  And 
when  veniries  arc  iifued,  the  number  therein  re- 
quired- are  to  be  drawn  but  in  open  town-meet- 
ing, no  perfon  to  ferve  oftner  than  once  in  three 
years — The  method  of  appoinring  Grand  Juries 
appears  indeed  defedive  ;  but  if  thie  other  is  not 
It  may  be  imputed  to  the  times  rather  than  to  the 
deft£t  of  the  laws — that  neither  the  Grand  Ju- 
ries nor  the  Petit  Juries  have  of  late  anfvvered  the 
expeftations  of  government. 

As  to  the  appointment  oF  the  council,  I  ant 
bf  opinion  that  neither  the  popular  ele£lions  iri 
this  province,  nor  their  appointment  in  what  are 
Called  the  roynl  governments  by  the  King's  man- 
damu?i  are  free  from  exceptions,  efpecially  if  the 
council  as  a  legiilative  body  is  intended  to  anfvvet 
the  idea  of  the  houfeof  lords  in  the  Britilh  ie- 
giflature.  There  they  are  fuppds'd  to  be  a  free 
and  independent  body,  and  oh  their  being  fuch 
the  ftrength  and  firmiiefs  of  the  conllinuion  does 
Very  much  depcad  :  v^h^reas  the  ieieftion  or  ap^ 
pointment  of  thcyCoiincils  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned  renders  them  altogether  de  "»endenton 
their  confHtuents.  The  King  is  the  fountain  or 
honour,  pnd  as  fuch  the  peers  of  the  realm  derive 
their  honours  from  him  ;  but  then  they  hold 
them  by  a  furcr  tenure  than  the  provmcial  coun^ 
fcilors  who  are   appointed  by  mandamus.     Ori 
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the  other  hand,  our  popular  elejftions  very  often 
fixpofe  them  to  contempt ;  for  nothing  is  more 
common,  than  for  the  reprefentatives,  when  they 
find  the  council  a  little  untraftabie  at  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  to  remind  them  that  May  is  at  hand. 

It  may  be  accounted  by  the  colonies  as  dan* 
gerous  10  admit  of  any  aherations  in  their  charters, 
as  it  is  by  the  governors  in  the  church  to  make 
any  in  the  eftablifhment  ;  yet  to  make  the  re* 
femblance  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  Bntifh  par* 
liamenr,  fome  alteration  is  neceflary. 

It  is  not  rcquifite  that  I  know  of,  that  3 
counfellor  (hou'd  be  a  freeholder;  his  refidence 
according  to  the  charter  is  a  fufiicient  qualifica- 
tion ;  for  that  provides  only,  that  he  be  an  inha- 
bitant of  or  proprietor  of  lands  within  the  diflrift 
for  which  he  is  chofen  :  whereas  the  peers  of 
the  realm  (it  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  as  I  take  it, 
in  virtue  cf  their  baronies.  If  there  fhould  be  a 
reform  of  any  of  the  colony  charters  with  a  view 
to  keep  up  the  refemblance  of  the  three  eHates 
in  England,  the  legiflative  council  Ihou'd  confift 
of  men  of  landed  eftates  ;  but  as  our  landed 
eftates  here  are  fmall  at  prefent,  the  yearly  value 
pi  £.  I  Qo  fterling  per  annum  migfct  in  fome  of 
them  at  lead  be  a  fufficient  qualification.  As  our 
cftates  are  portable  after  the  deceafe  of  the  pro- 
prietor, the  honour  could  not  be  continued  in 
families  as  inEngland  :  It  mightliowever  be  con- 
tinued in  the  appointee  ^uam  diu  bene  fe gejjeritf 
and  proof  be  required  of  fome  mal-pra£tic(j;  be- 
fore a  fufpenfion  or  removal.  Bankruptcy  alfb 
might  be  another  ground  for  removal.  A  fmall  • 
legiflative  council  might  anfwer  the  purpofes  of 
government  j  but  it  might  tend  to  weaken  that 

levelling^ 
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levelling  principle,  which  is  cberifh'd  by  the  pre- 
fent  popular  conftitution,  to  have  an  honorary 
order  eftablifh'd,  out  of  which  the  council  fhou'd 
be  appointed.  There  is  no  way  now  to  put  a 
man  of  fortune  above  the  comn^n  level,  and 
exempt  him  from  being  chofen  by  the  people 
into  the  lower  offices,  but  his  being  appointed  a 
juftice  of  the  peace  ;  tnis  is  frequently  done  when 
there  is  no  kind  of  expe<5lanon  of  his  undertak- 
ing the  rrufl-,  and  has  its  inconvenience?.  For 
remedy  hereof  it  might  be  expedient  to  have  an 
order  of  Patricians  or  Efquires  inftituted,  to  be 
all  men  of  fortune  or  good  landed  eftates,  and 
appointed  by  the  governor  v/ith  the  advice  of 
council,  and  enrolled  in  the  fecretary's  office, 
who  fhou'd  be  exempted  from  the  lower  offices 
in  government  a?  the  juftices  now  are  ;  and  to 
have  the  legiflative  council  {which  in  the  firjl 
inflancc  might  he  nominated  by  the  Cro'u;?j)  from 
time  to  time  fiUM  up,  as  vacancies  happen  out  of 
this  order  of  men,  who,  \i  the  order  confifted 
only  of  men  of  landed  eftates,  might  eledt,  as 
the  Scotiifli  peers  do,  only  referving  to  theKing's 
governor  a  negative  on  fuch  choice.  The  King 
in  this  cafe  wou'd  be  ffiil  o:know! edged  as  the 
fountain  of  honour,  as  having  in  the  firft  inftance 
the  appointment  of  the  perfons  enroll'd,  out  of 
whom  the  council  are  to  be  chofen,  and  finally 
having  a  negative  on  the  choice.  Or,  the  King 
might  have  the  immediate  appointment  by  man- 
damus as  at  prefent  \n  the  royal  governments. 
As  the  gentlemen  of  the  council  would  rank 
above  the  body  from  which  they  are  taken,  they 
might  bear  a  title  one  degree  above  that  of  efquir  , 
Befides  this  legiflative  council,  a  privy  council 

night 
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teiglit  be  eftabUfh'd,  to  confifl:  of  fome  br  aill  bf 
thofe  perfons  whoconftitute  the  leg'flativecpun- 
J!:il,and  of  other  perfons  members  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  or  btherwife  of  note  or  diflinftion ; 
which  wou'd  extend  the  honours  of  government^ 
and  afford  opportunity  of  diflinguifhmg  men  of 
chara<r^er  and  reputation, the  expectation  of  which 
Wou'd  make  government  more  rcfpe<ftable. 

I  wou'd  not  trouble  ybu  with  thefe  reverie^ 
of  mine,  were  I  not  aiTured  of  your  readinefs 
to  forgive  the  communication,  although  ybit 
tould  apply  it  to  no  good  purpofe. 

Mr.  Spoonei-  fent  the  a  pamphlet  under  abfank 
cover,  intituled,  "  the  ft  ate  of  the  nation'\  I  ruii 
bver  it  by  myfeif  before  I  had  beiird  any  one 
mention  it,  and  tho't  1  cou'd  evidently  mark  the 
fentiments  of  forae  of  my  friends.  By  what  I 
have  fine®  he^rd  and  feen;  it  looks  as  if  I  was 
hot  mi  Oaken.  .  Your  right  honorable  friend  I 
trull  will  not  Be  offended  if  I  call  him  hiine — ^ 
I  am  fure  you  will  not  when  I  term  you  fuch— ^ 
I  have  fettled  it  for  a  long  time  in  my  own  mind 
that  without  a  reprefentatioh  in  the  fupreme  le- 
giilature,  there  Cannot  be  that  union  between  thd* 
head  and*the  members  as  to  produ'ce  a  healthful 
conftitution  o^  the  whole  body.  1  have  doubte'd 
whether  this  iihidn  could  be  perfected  by  the 
lirft  experiment.  The  plan  here  exhibited  feems 
to  be  formed  in  generous  and  moJera.re  princi- 
ples, arid  bids  the  faired  of  any  I  have  yet  feen 
to  be  adopted.  Such  a  great  defign  m^y  as  id 
painting  require  frequent  touching  before  it  be- 
comes a  piece  highly  finifh'd  ;  and  after  all  may 
require  the  miliorating  hand  of  rime  to  make  it 
pfeafe  uriiverfally.     Thus  the  Briiiih  conftitu-. 

tidn 


[     33     } 

^Jon  Confider'd  as  without  the  colonies  atts,rn\)j 
It's  giory.  The  book  f  had  fent  me  is  \n  luch 
reqneft,  that  I  hive  not  been  aMe  to  keep  H 
Jong  enough  by  me,  to  confider  it  in  all  its  pans. 
I  wifh  to  hear  how  it  is  receiv'd  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  I  find  by  the  publications  both  of 
governor  Pownall  and  Mr.  Bollan,  that  they  each, 
of  them  adopt  the  idea  of  an  union  and  rcpre- 
fentation,  and  I  think  it  muU  more  and  more 
prevail.  The  argument  againfl:  it  from  local  in- 
conveniency,  muff  as  it  appears  to  me  be  more 
than  balanc'd  by  greater  inconveniencles  on  the 
other  fide  the  queflion,  the  great  difficulty  will 
be  in  the  terras  of  union. — I  add  no  more,  as  % 
fear  1  have  already  trefpafs'd  much  on  your 
^ime  and  patience,  but  that  I  am, 
Sir,  your  obliged  and.  mod 
obedient  humble  Servant, 

And"'  Oliver. 


NezV'Tork,   I2tb  Augvjl,   ^1^9' 


SIR, 


1HAVE  been  in  this  city  for  fbme  time  pafl 
eKccuting  (with  others)  his  Majefly's  com- 
minion  for  fettling  the  boundary  between  this 
province  and  that  of  New-Jerfey.  I  left  Bofton 
the  nth  July,  fince  which  my  advices  from 
London  have  come  to  me  very  imperfc<5l  ;  but 
as  my  friend  Mr.  Thorn pfon  writei?  me  that  he 
fead  drawn  up  my  cafe  and  with  your  approba- 
tion laid  it  bcfjfc  the  D.  of  Grafton,  1  think  it 
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needful  once  more  tb  mention  this  bufinefs  t© 
you. 

There  was  a  time  when  I  thought  the  autho- 
rity of  government  might  have  been  eafily  refto* 
red  ;  but  while  it's  friends  and  the  officers  of 
the  crown  are  left  to  an  abjeft  dependance  on 
thcfe  very  people  who  are  undermining  it  s  aU" 
thority ;  and  while  thefe  are  fuffered  act  only  to 
go  unpimiQied,  but  on  the  contrary  meet  with  all 
kind  of  fupport  and  encouragement,  it  cannot 
be  expefted  that  you  will  ever  again  recover  that 
refpe£i  which  the  colonies  had  been  wont  to  pay 
the  parent  (late,  Government  at  home  will 
deceive  itfelf,  if  it  imagines  that  the  taking  off 
the  duty  on  glafs,  paper  and  painter's  colors  will 
work  a  reconciliation,  and  nothing  more  than  this, 
as  I  can  learn,  is  propofed  in  Ld.  H's  late  cir^ 
cular  letter.  It  is  the  principle  that  is  now  dif^ 
puted  ;  the  combination  againft  importation  ex-* 
tends  to  tea,  although  it  comes  cheaper  than  ever, 
as  well  as  to  the  other  forementioned  articles. 
In  Virginia  it  is  extended  lately  to  wines ;  and  I 
have  heard  one  of  the  firft  leaders  in  thefe  mea- 
fures  in  BoRon  fay,  that  we  fhould  never  be 
vipon  a  proper  footing  'cill  all  the  revenue  a6ls 
from  the  15th  Charles  2d  were  repealed.  Cur 
afTeiiibly  in  the  Madachufetts  may  have  been 
more  illiberal  than  others  in  their  public  meflagcs 
and  rcfolves  ;  yet  v^e  have  feme  people  among 
VIS  ftill  who  dare  to  fpeakin  favor  of  government : 
But  here  I  do  not  find  fo  mnch  as  one,  unlefs  it 
be  fome  of  the  King's  fervants  ;  and  yet  my  bu- 
iinefs  here  leach  nic  to  ailc:)ciate  with  the  bc{t» 
They  univerrally  approve  of  the  combinatiou 
againG:  importing  of  gocds  froin  Great-Britain, 

unlefa 
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Kmlefs  the  revenue  a(?ls  are  repealed,  v/hlefe  a{V 
pears  to  mtvliule  jefs  than  adtjming  a  negaii\  e  on 
all  a£ls.  of  parlliment  which  rhey  do  not  like  ! 
They  fay  exprcHy,  we  are  bouikl  by  none  made 
fince  our  emigration,  but  fiich  as  for  our  own 
convenience  we  choofe  ro  fiibmit  to  ;  fucb  For 
inftance  as  rhat  for  cRaMifbing  a  pGll-office. 
The  Bill  of  Righrs  and  the  Habeas  Corpus  A6>s, 
they  fay  are  only  declaratory  of  the  common 
law  wh'ich  we  brought  wich  us. 

Under  fucb  circumfTance  as  ihefe,  why  fhould 
^rwifh  to  expofe  inyfelf  to  popular  refencmeiit-  ? 
Were  I  to  receive  any  thing  out  of  the  revenue, 
r  mufl  expeft  ro  be  abu  fed  for  it.  Nor  do  I 
find  that  ourchiefjuftice  has  received  rhej^.20p 
granted  him  for  that  ftrvice  ;  and  yet  the  alTem- 
b!y  have  this  year  withheld  his  uflial  grant,  moft 
probably  becaufc  he  has  f«jch  a  warrant  from  the 
crown. 

With  regard  to  my  ncgoclatlorts  with  Mr.  Rck 
gers,  I  did  in  conformity  to  your  opinion  make 
an  apology  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pownall  for  men- 
tioning it,  and  there  fiibmitred  it.  I  hear  it  has 
been  fince  talk'd  of ;  but  uniefs  I  could  be  afTur- 
ed  in  one  fhape  or  other  of  £'^60  pe:  annum, 
wiih  the  other  office,  I  would  not  chufe  to  quic 
what  1  have.  I  have  no  ambition  to  be  diltln- 
guifhed,  if  I  am  only  to  be  held  up  as  a  mark 
ot  popular  envy  or  re(entmeh^  1.  was  in  hopes 
before  now  through  the  intervention  of  your 
good  ofBces  to  have  received  fome  mark  of  favor 
from  your  good  friend ;  but  the  time  is  not  yec 
coHie  la  ^K'^cC^  it  through  that  chaanel !  I  will 
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however  rely  on  your  friendfhip,  whenever  you 
can  with  propriety  appear  in  forwarding  my  in- 
tereft,  or  preventing  any  thing  that  may  prove 
injurious  to  it. 

If  Mr.  R.  has  intereft  enough  to  obtain  the 
fecrerary's  place,  1  fhall  upon  receiving  proper 
fecurity  think  myfelf  in  honor  bound  to  fecond 
his  views,  though  I  have  none  at  prefent  from 
bim  but  a  conditional  note  he  formerly  wrote  me. 
If  he  is  not  like  to  fucceed,  and  my  fon  Daniel 
could  have  my  place,  I  would  be  content  unle(s 
affairs  take  a  different  turn  to  refign  in  his  favor, 
whether  adminiftration  fhould  think  proper  to 
make  any  further  provifion  for  me  or  nor.  And 
yet  I  never  thought  of  withdrawing  myfelf  from 
the  fervice,  while  there  appeared  to  me  any  prof- 
pe£t  of  my  being  able  to  promote  it. 

If  I  have  wrote  with  freedom,  I  conflder  I 
am  writing  to  a  friend,  and  that  I  am  perfe6^Iy 
ijife  in  opening  myfeif  to  you. 

I  am,  with  great  refpe^, 

Sir,     your  moft  obedient, 

humble  fervant. 

And'',  Oliver. 


aM  II  »  I    \  . 
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Dear  Sir^ 

THE  commifTioners of  the  cuHoms  have  met 
with  every  infult  fince  their  arrival  at 
Bofton,  and  at  laft  have  been  obliged  to  feek  pro- 
teftion  on  board  his  Majedy's  (hip  Romney  : — 
Mr.  Hallowell,  the  comptroller  of  the  culloms 
who  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  you  this  Let- 
ter, will  inform  you  ot  m-any  particulars  ;  he  is 
fcnt  by  the  Board  with  their  letters  to  Govern- 
ment. Unlefs  we  have  immediately  two  or  three 
regimcnrs,  'tis  the  opinion  of  all  the  friends  to 
government,  thatBofton  wili  be  ih  open  rebellian, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the    greatefl 
rcfpeft  and  warmeft  regard. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod:  faithful 
and  oblig'd  fervant, 

CHA*.  PAXTON. 


On  board  his  Majefly'sl 
Ship  Romney,  Bofton  > 
Harbour,  20th  yune,6^,\ 
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BoJIorj,  Decern,  \ith  ij69i 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  Wrote  you  a  few  days  ago,  and  did  not  thea 
think  of  troubling  you  upon  any  private 
affair  of  mine,  at  lead  not  fo  faddenly  ;  but 
within  this  day  or  two,  I  have  had  a  conyerfatioo 
with  Mr.  Oliver,  fecretary  of  the  province,  the 
defign  of  which  was  my  fucceeding  to  the  poit 
he  holds  from  the  crown,  upon  ihe  idea,  that 
provifion  would  be  made  for  governor  Bernard, 
^od  the  lieutenant  governor  would  fucceed  to 
the  chair,  then  the  fecretary  is  defirous  of  being 
lieutenant  governor,  and  if  in  any  way,  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year  could  be  annexed  to  the 
appointment.  You  are  fenfible  the  ippointment 
5s  in  one  department,  and  the  grant  of  money 
in  another  ;  now  die  prefent  lieutenant  governor 
has  an  aflignmment  of  ^^.200  a  year  upon  the 
cufloms  here  •,  he  has  not  received  any  thing 
from  it  as  yet,  and  is  doubtful  if  he  iliall  ;  he 
has  no  doubt  of  iis  lapfe  to  the  crown,  if  he  has 
the  chair  ;  if  then  by  any  inrcreft  that  funv 
could  be  ^affigned  to 'Mr.'  Oliver  as 'lieutenant 
goveruur,  and  if  he  fhould  be  allowed  (as ills 
been  ufual  for  all  lieutenant  governors)  to  hold 
the  command  of  the  caflle,  that  would  be  another 
^*ro3.  -rhis  would  compieat  the  fecretary 's 
''.iews  ;  and  he  thinks  his  public  fervices,  the 
jiijuries  he  has  received  in  that  fervice,  and  the 
favorable  fcntimcnts  entertained  of  him  by  go- 
vernment, may  lca:1  him  ro  thefe  vif;ws,  and  he 
hopes  for  the  inrerefl  of  W\s  friends.  The  place 
of  fecretary  ii  worth  ^303  a   year,    but  is  a 
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provincial  grant  ar  prcfent,  To  that  it  wlH.  not 
allow  to  be  quartered  on  ;  An^  ^s  I  ha  J  view 
upon  the  place  when  I  was-  in  Engladid,  and 
went  To  far  as  to  converre  with  feveral  men  of 
intereft  upon  it,  tho'  I  never  had  an  oppertunity 
to  mention  it  to  you  after  I  recovered  my 
illnefs — I  hope  you  will  allow  me  your  influ- 
ence, and  by  extending  it  at  the  treafuryi  to 
facilitate  .iheafllgfime'it  of  the  j£.2€o  a  year,  it 
will  be   ferving  ihe    feeretary.  and  it  will  very 

much  oblige  me.— ■- -The  feeretary  is 

•advanced  in  life,  tho^  much  more  fo  in  health, 
which  has  been  much  impaired  by  the  injuries 
he  received,  and  he  wiflies  to  quit  the  more  adive 
(cenes  ;  he  conGders  this  as  a  kind  of  otium  cum 
digfiitatey  and  froai  merits  one  may  think  he  has 
a  claim  to  it.  I  will  mention  to  you  the  gentle- 
men, who  are  acquainted  with  my  views  and 
whofe  favourable  aj>probation  I  have  had.  Go- 
vernor Pownall,  Mr.  John  Pownalj,  and  Dr- 
Franklin. — My  lord  Hillsborough  is  not  unac- 
quainted with  it — I  have  fincc  I  have  been  here, 
wrote  Mr.  Jackfon  upon  the  fubje<fl,  and  have 
by  this  vefTel  wrote  Mr.  Mauduit.  I  think  my 
chara<5ler  (lands  fair — I  have  not  been  without 
application- to  public  affairs,  and  have  acquired 
fome  knowledge  of  our  provincial  affairs.and  not- 
withdanding  our  many  f ree  converfafions  in  Eng- 
Jand,  J  am  confidered  here  as  on  government 
fide,  for  which  i  hive  been  often  traduced  both 
publickly  ami  j)rivatc'lv,and  very  lately  have  had 
two  or  threi  fl  ip-<.  The  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  arc  f  jlly  acquainted  with  the  negoci- 
arion  and  I  incet  t  leir  approbition  ;  all  is  upon 
"the  idea  the  governor  is  provided  for,  and  there 
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Shall  by  any  means  be  a  vacancy  of  the  lleut.  go- 
vernor's place.     I  have  gone  fo  far,  as  to  fay  to 
fome  of  my  friends,  that  rather  than  not  fucceed 
I  would  agree  to  pay  the  fecretary  ;£.ioo  a  year 
out  of  theofficeto  make  up;^.3oo.  provided  he 
could  obtain  only  the  aflignment  of  ;^.2oo — but 
the  other  propofal  would  to  be    fure  be  mofl:  eli- 
gible.    1  fcarce  know  any  Ipology   to  make  for 
troubling  you  upon  the  {ubje6l  ;  the  friendfliip 
you  fhewed  me  in  London,  and  the  favourable 
cxprefTions  you  made  ufeof  to  the  lieut.  governor 
in  my  behalf   encourage  me,  befides  a  fort  of 
egotifm,  which  inclines  men  to  think  what  they 
wifh  to  be  real.     I  fubmit  myfelf  to  the  enquiries 
of  any  of  my  countrymen  in  England,  bur  I 
ihould  wifli  the  matter  may  be  fecret  'till  it  is 
effected. 

I  am  with  very  great  refpe£^  and  regard,  my 
dear  fir.         Your  moft  obedient,  and         ^^'. 
moft  humble  fervant, 

NATH.  ROGERS. 


% 


Deacidified  using  the  Bookkeeper  process. 
Neutralizing  agent:  Magnesium  Oxide 
Treatment  Date:  Dec.  2003 

PreservationTechnologies 

A  WORLD  LEADER  IN  PAPER  PRESERVATION 

1 1 1  Thomson  Park  Dnve 
Cranberry  Township.  PA  16066 
(724)779-2111 


